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CANADIAN URBAN INSTITUTE  
Position: Sustainable Development Planner 

Number of Placements: 1 

Placement Site: Black River, Jamaica 

URL: http://www.canurb.org/ 

Field/Subject Area:  
Open to all York students who meet the eligibility criteria 

Position Description:  
The St. Elizabeth Parish Development Committee (SEPDC) is a community-based, non-
government organization with the mandate to act for citizens and communities in local 
planning processes, and to build institutional capacity within local governments for long-
range planning.  

CUI is supporting the Parish of St. Elizabeth to develop and implement local sustainable 
development planning in the region. This internship will involve working through the 
SEPDC in urban and sustainability plan.  

Specific tasks will include: 
• Supporting activities aimed at advancing the formulation and/or implementation 

of secondary plans emanating from the Greater Treasure Beach Sustainable 
Development Plan (GTBSDP);  

• Collecting and sharing best practices and case studies, and conduct applied 
research;  

• Providing technical support to implement GTBSDP initiatives relating to 
economic development and public spaces, with a focus on community-based 
tourism projects (nature, sports and heritage);  

• Sourcing funding and preparing funding proposals to support initiatives arising 
from the GTBSDP for implementation across St. Elizabeth Parish;  

• Preparing communications tools to engage the local community on an ongoing 
basis for St. Elizabeth PDC activities.  

 
Complete all tasks assigned, which includes but is not limited to the 
responsibilities outlined above. 

http://www.canurb.org/
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Expected work hours: 8 hours per day, 5 days a week  

Preferred start date: Early May  

Qualifications/skills required:  
• Education and experience in urban and community planning, sustainable 

development, local economic development, or a related field  
• Knowledge and/or skills in integrated sustainability planning, urban design, 

community development and public engagement  
• A good understanding of international development and aid effectiveness  
• Strong oral and written communication skills  
• Must have a laptop computer that the intern can bring to the field  

Language requirements:  
Fluent English 

Highlights of Organization/background information:  
The Canadian Urban Institute (CUI) is a Toronto-based not for profit organization with a 
national and international reach. Through our work we seek to create a world of thriving, 
sustainable, harmonious and engaged urban regions.  

The CUI is an innovator and catalyst engaged in research, networking, leadership 
development, planning and policy solutions to improve the quality of life in urban regions 
in Canada and around the world.  

The Canadian Urban Institute fulfills its mission in Canada and internationally through a 
range of programs, services and activities. 
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